Chelmsford Special Education
Parent Advisory Councill

Presentation for the School Committee - February 2019
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x\l//é CSEPAC Responsibilities & Duties
\ Bylaws updated and approved by parent vote November 2018

| Our mission is to effectively communicate the understanding, respect, and
support for all children with special education needs in our community.

Adyvise the school committee
on education and safety for Rl
students with special needs

Participate in planning,
development, and evaluation of
special education programs

.N Collaborate with CPS to Disseminate information
inform parents of their rights about programs and services in
E regarding special education

the school system
® & Help direct parents to :
d it . Inform parents about special
advocacy, SUpport Services, education legislation

and parent education

é/ CSEPAC 2018-19 Budget Review

Total Budget, line item “PAC” under Special Education $750
MassPAC Plus Membership -$450
An |IEP for My Child Workshop -$150

Additional funds coordinated with Byam School Association $46
Refreshments for workshops -$24.86

Remaining Budget $221.14

()
“ m Cost of an additional workshop: $300










Percentage of School

@ Preschool @ Elementary @ Middle School

@ HighSchool @ 1822

Have you already taken this survey for another child?
223 responses

Is your child on an IEP or a 504 Plan?

223 responses

@ My child is on an IEP
@ My child is on a 504 Plan

74.9%




My child's 504 plan's accommodations are being used as
written.

56 Responses

100

Percentage of Responses

Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Rating

| know who to contact at the school if | have a concern about my child’'s 504

plan.
56 responses




| receive communication regarding progress on my child’s IEP goals.
(example: progress report)

167 responses




Is your child making effective progress towards their goals?

167 Responses

= Yes, on all goals = Yes, on some goals = No, my child is not making progress on any goals

@

How long has your child been on their IEP?

167 responses

@ Less than 1 year
@ 1year

@© 2years

@ 3years

@ 4 years+




Chelmsford worked collaboratively with me to decide on an
out-of-district placement.

16 Responses

100

Percentage of Responses

Strongly Disagree Disagree Agree Strongly Agree




| am satisfied with the support | received from Student
Services.

42 Responses
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Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Rating




The Student Service team member(s) advocated for my child's
needs.

42 Responses

100

Percentage of Responses

Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Rating




If you have not been able to attend a CSEPAC meeting in the past, what has
prevented you from attending? (check all that apply)

205 responses

Lack of time 109 (53.2%)
Inconvenient day
Inconvenient time .9%)
Poor reputation of CSEPAC
Didn't know about the meetings
Lack of childcare

Not applicable

Topics of Interest for Future Workshops




Concerns & Recommendations
Based on Needs Assessment Survey

Concern: Wait time to receive responses from Student Services and |IEP team staff
Recommendation: The district could develop and enforce communication guidelines for staff
members to follow with clear escalation points for parents to utilize as needed. The district may
want to evaluate staffing levels to ensure staff can deliver against the guidelines. Including
“respond all” on email.

Concern: Parents are unsure who to contact regarding implementation of 504 plans
Recommendation: A flow chart could be created for each school outlining the hierarchy of
professionals responsible for implementing the 504. Parent and teacher training on 504 plans.

Concern: Transportation issues and communication

Recommendation: The district could communicate a clear process for families to follow when
reporting transportation issues. The district could share concerns with the transportation company
and follow-up with families to ensure the problems are improving.

Concerns & Recommendations
Based on CSEPAC Meetings

Concern: Difficulties for parents accessing meetings and training

Recommendation: CSEPAC should maintain a website with timely updates, share information on
social media, share information with administration and school principals, share information at
PTO/BSA/CoCS meetings, share information through Connect Ed, provide child care at meetings.
CSEPAC should invest in professionally printed brochures to be handed out at IEP and 504
meetings, open house, and PTO/BSA/CoCS meetings.

CSEPAC should investigate the possibility of airing meetings and workshops on Chelmsford TV.
CSEPAC should redo the survey at least every 3 years to monitor effectiveness of these actions.

Concern: Communication within the district and to and from parents

Recommendation: CSEPAC and CPS could co-host a roundtable discussion to inform parents of
how processes and timelines work for things like MTSS, SST, Title 1, IEP, and 504 Plans. The
flow chart recommended on the previous slide could be presented at this event.




Concerns & Recommendations
Carried over from 2017-18

Concern: Need update on the items that were partially or not implemented on the CPR
Recommendation: CSEPAC Chairs should meet regularly with administration and school
committee to review our concerns & recommendations for the district, evaluation of special
education programming and services, and PAC goals.

Concern: Removing recess is part of district policy for consequences for behavior. Teachers
remove recess for reasons other than those listed in the parent handbook.

Recommendation: The district could evaluate the behavior policies, districtwide and by individual
teachers, related to removing recess as a punishment. Investigate how PBIS plans relate to district
behavior policies and consequences.

Concern: Out of District families requests for more guidance on home school community
after school enrichment activity and sports options.

Recommendation: CSEPAC and CPS should continue to seek ways to include children with
OOD placements in our community

/£ CSEPAC 2019-20 Goals

/|\\ Regularly scheduled meetings
W\ e A

Collaborate with the district to with .S('?h00|'00mmittee and
.: host Basic Rights in Special administration for the

. : evaluation of special education
Education for parents in October programming and services

Collaborate with the district and & ? o
i parent groups to host a discussion: T Develop a 3 year plan for
-|—|— “Integrated Learning in My ’ CSEPAC

Child’s Classroom” in November &

° .
N Schedule monthly Y Provide support and
information to families at
parent workshops n
E January through May PTO & BSA events

Plan an activity for families, like Co-host a
W Sensory Friendly Roller Skating night with
local SEPACs










